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MAOISTS HAVE A TIGHT AND FLOWING STRUCTURE
Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Linkages between development and spread of extremism incl.
Naxalism

Though the Naxalite movement was started by Charu Majumdar, Kanu Sanyal and Jangal
Santhal in West Bengal in 1967 under the banner of Communist Party of India (Marxist), the
movement has changed many banners over the past four decades and is now called the CPI
(Maoist), which is a banned organisation in the country.

The CPI (Maoist) was formed in 2004 with the merger of the Communist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) People’s War, commonly known as the People’s War Group, and the Maoist
Communist Centre of India. And it has been functioning under this banner since then.

The Maoists have a very tight and flowing organisational structure and follow the ‘need to know’
principle for the flow of information. Each unit within the structure has its role and area of
operation cut out.

The core body is the central committee (CC), which is headed by Muppala Lakshmana Rao,
alias Ganapathy, who is also the general secretary of the organisation. The CC is supported by
the polit bureau (PB) and the central military commission (CMC).

The think tank

The polit bureau is the think tank of the organisation. It is again headed by Ganapathy and his
second-in-command, Nambala Keshava Rao, alias Basavraj.

The PB earlier had about 14 members, but the strength is now down to nine.

It is the political brain of the Maoists, as the membership once comprised intellectuals such as
Kobad Ghandy (now in jail) and Cherukuri Rajkumar, alias Azad (killed in an alleged encounter
with the police in 2010). The PB’s role is basically to keep in touch with the over-ground frontal
organisations, operators and sympathisers and formulate long-term policy and strategy.

The PB keeps in touch with like-minded political parties and sympathisers and plays a major role
in developing logistical support, which includes getting legal help for cadres, funding, spreading
the ideology and finding safe houses for cadres.

Drafting plans

The central military commission’s role is to design operational plans that include attacks on
security forces, recruiting cadres and funding through extortion.

It is presently headed by Nambala Keshava Rao.

The military structure has divisions, which comprise the PLGA (People’s Liberation Guerrilla
Army), the main armed platoons and the militia members.

The CC, which has 19 members (13 from Andhra Pradesh and Telangana), is headed by
Ganapathy. It is supported by the four regional bureaus — central, east, north and south.
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The central bureau spans the Dandkaranya zone, the Andhra-Odisha border special zone and
the state committees of Telangana, Odisha, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. The eastern
bureau consists of the zonal committees of Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Assam and Uttar Pradesh.

While the northern bureau comprises Punjab and Uttarakhand, the southern bureau controls the
whole of the Western Ghats region.

Going to the grass roots

Each of the bureaus and the zonal committees is headed by a CC member. Under the zonal
committees, there are regional committees.

The regional committees are further divided into divisional committees, area committees and
finally the local area committees, which focus on one or two tribal villages each.

Strategy meetings

Every year the CC and the PB members try to meet at least on two occasions: the Martyrs’
Week, which begins on July 28, and the PLGA Week, usually the first week of December.

It is during these two meetings that the year-long policy is drafted.
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‘AREAS UNDER MAOISTS HAVE SHRUNK BY 40% IN
PAST THREE YEARS’

Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Linkages between development and spread of extremism incl.
Naxalism

The Central Reserve Police Force has been the main force fighting Maoists in 10 States affected
by left-wing extremism. CRPF Director-General R.R. Bhatnagar says the force was undertaking
several operations to choke the presence of Maoists in south Bastar, their core area, in
Chhattisgarh.

What is the position

of the red corridor as of

now as many areas have been cleared of Maoist presence?

If you look at the number of districts, then the areas under the influence of left-wing extremism
have shrunk by more than 40% in the last three years.

Any particular area where the thrust is on?

Today, the main challenge is in south Bastar and also some areas on the Odisha-Andhra
Pradesh border and certain parts of Jharkhand.

There have been reports of Maoists recruiting children?

Maoists are known to use children and women for gathering information. Sometimes, they are
also sent as advance teams to track the movement of forces. They are also used as a cover
whenever there is confrontation with the security forces.

What will be the strength of the Maoists?

It varies in different regions. In Jharkhand, the number of active cadres wouldn’t be more than
300. In Chhattisgarh, large groups are operating. The Dandakaranya Special Zone Committee,
the strongest military formation in south Bastar, presents most challenge to us. We have opened
15 new camps in Chhattisgarh this year, and we are getting closer to their core areas, so that
the striking distance and striking time decreases.

What has been the other challenge?

IEDs (improvised explosive devices) have been the main threat this year. Last year, 575 IEDs
were detected; maximum were in Jharkhand (292) followed by Chattisgarh (159) and Bihar (81).
This year, already 230 IEDs have been recovered, mostly from the three States. Last year, there
were 29 IED explosions and this year, 16 such blasts have taken place. Central forces will clear
the areas but subsequently these areas have to be developed by opening of roads, bridges,
schools, banks, mobile towers… People realise Maoists are anti-development, that is why the
areas of influence have been shrinking.

Who is the number one target of the security forces in the current Maoist leadership?
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The main military formations are in south Bastar. Hidma leads one of these formations. This is
their core area. We are approaching it from north and plugging in from the Telangana side also.
From all the sides, we are getting in more forces and more personnel are to be inducted in
Chhattisgarh … frequent operations are planned to deny them the space.

What about action against supporters operating in villages?

The CRPF has helped local police apprehend around 500 people who had warrants against
them. People who are part of the support system of the Maoists, in terms of logistics, providing
intelligence to the Maoists, raising manpower, helping them in planting IEDs, identifying potential
recruits. So they have different layers … not just military organisation, they have a very tight
control over the villagers and keep a check on their movement and what they do.

Where are they getting the explosives from?

Most explosives are assembled through commonly available materials. Urea, diesel, gelatine
(used in quarrying), cordex wire and detonators (used in mines), etc. are used to make IEDs.
There are quite a few suggestions to plug the gaps like delay mechanism in detonators at the
time of manufacturing. Government is also considering if detonators could only be activated with
the help of security codes. With the introduction of such advanced technologies, the detonators
could be tracked and its misuse restricted.

There were reports of Maoists concealing IEDs under roads at the time of construction.
Has the issue been addressed ?

Recently, we recovered IEDs weighing more than 50 kg that were inserted at the time when the
road was being constructed. That threat is not entirely removed … there could be more IEDs
there, constant effort being made to defuse them. We are looking at mechanised ways of
detecting the IEDs, rather than the handheld detectors because they cannot cover much area. If
we need to cover 40 km of a road, then a vehicle with an array of detectors in front can check
the entire road in one go.

In 2017, we recovered 847 kg of explosives, this year already 1,151 kg have been recovered. As
much as 90% of our losses and injuries have been through IEDs. The threat from IED was
already there, but now they are resorting to it even more as we are able to defend ourselves
better in combat situations and they are not able to inflict much damage.

Where is Muppala Lakshman Rao, alias Ganapathi, the elusive head of the banned
CPI(Maoist)?

I would not like to disclose it.

Do you have his recent photograph?

It is the work of the intelligence agencies and as I said earlier, I can’t share anything on his
whereabouts.

People realise Maoists are anti-development, that is why the areas of influence have been
shrinking
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CHINESE INTRUSIONS DECLINED BY 10% THIS YEAR,
SAYS OFFICIAL

Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

There has been a 10% decline in the number of Chinese transgressions this year, a senior
government official told The Hindu .

The official said the presence of Chinese troops along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has also
reduced by around 30%. The manpower has been substituted with powerful surveillance
equipment, he said.

Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre informed the Rajya Sabha on February 5 that the
number of transgressions was 426 in 2017.

The official claimed that the transgressions dropped after the 73-day standoff between the
Indian Army and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army at Doklam on the China-Sikkim-Bhutan
tri-junction near Nathu La last year. “The transgressions continue to take place due to the
difference in perception of the actual boundary. But after Doklam, the diplomatic manoeuvring
and dialogue with the counterparts at the border ensured there was no steep increase,” he said.

According to him, there was enhanced cooperation along the China border and many incidents
were not being reported.

Sorting out disputes

“There are many incidents of border transgressions that are not being recorded by both sides. If
it’s reported, then it becomes part of the official record. The troops on both sides are
communicating more and sorting out the differences,” said the official.

As per an internal report accessed by The Hindu , from August 1-19, as many as 19 incidents of
transgressions were reported, out of which 13 were in the Leh sector.

At least three intrusions were reported in Leh, Uttarakhand’s Barahoti and the strategically
sensitive Asaphila in Arunachal Pradesh on August 15 when the two armies held a special
Border Personnel Meeting at Nathu La in Sikkim.

An analysis of the report reveals that the transgressions are anywhere from 300 metres to 19 km
in the Indian territory.

The official claimed that there were only 10-12 locations along the China border which saw
dispute.
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SMART FENCING WILL PUT AN END TO INFILTRATION:
RAJNATH

Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

Rajnath Singh interacting with Border Security Force personnel in Jammu on
Monday.@rajnathsingh/Twitter@rajnathsingh/Twitter  

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday inaugurated the first phase of hi-tech ‘smart
fencing’ of a 11 km stretch on the International Border (IB) in Jammu.

The Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (CIBMS) would provide for round-
the-clock laser-guided surveillance of the borders, he said at the BSF Headquarters in Jammu’s
Ploura. Mr. Singh said border security was his top most priority.

“The smart fencing project will initially be implemented to cover gaps in the physical fencing.
Eventually, this technology will be implemented across the entire border,” he said.

The smart fencing is a web of surveillance, communication and data storage devices. It will
enable surveillance during difficult weather conditions and reduce the need for physical
patrolling of the borders. It will rely on thermal imaging, infra-red and laser-based intruder alarms
to stop infiltration.

A total of 2,026 km border was vulnerable. “Digital fencing will make it virtually impossible for
terrorists to infiltrate,” he said.

The Minister stressed the need to upgrade the border infrastructure. “More than 600 km of roads
have been built in border areas and hundreds of border outposts have been built already,” he
said.

Mr. Singh appealed to political parties to participate in the upcoming civic bodies elections, even
as the CPI(M) too joined the National Conference (NC) and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in
boycotting the polls.
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SHRI RAJNATH SINGH INAUGURATES SMART
FENCING PROJECT ALONG INTERNATIONAL BORDER
IN J&K

Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

Ministry of Home Affairs

Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurates smart fencing project along
International Border in J&K

Posted On: 17 SEP 2018 5:00PM by PIB Delhi

Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated two pilot projects of smart fencing along
the Indo-Pak International Border in Jammu today.

 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Rajnath Singh said that government has taken a number of
initiatives to make the borders of the country more secure. He said that the Centre has been
making maximum use of technology to make the security system at the borders stronger and
effective. The Minister said that smart fencing at the borders is a technological solution devised
to address the security issues in the border states and the two projects in five kilometres areas
each have been installed along the Indo-Pak International Border in Jammu on a pilot basis.

 

He said that with this smart fencing, the number of casualties of our jawans on borders would
get minimised and the stress level among the jawans would also reduce to a large extent.

 

The Union Home Minister further added that with the digital smart fencing, our borders would
become absolutely safe since it would virtually make it impossible for the terrorists to breach it
and infiltrate across the borders.

 

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Development of North Eastern Region
(DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, Director General, Border Security Force, Shri K.K. Sharma and other senior
officers were present on the occasion.

 

Later, addressing the media, Shri Rajnath Singh said  that making border security  foolproof is a
priority of the  Government. Around a  total of 2,026 km border is vulnerable and that the digital
fencing technology would be utilised along such long stretches of the borders, he added.  The
Minister said that with the help of smart border fencing, our borders would become secure and
the dependence on ground patrolling by troops will  considerably be reduced.
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The smart border fencing projects built under the Comprehensive Integrated Border
Management System (CIBMS) programme is the first of its kind in the country.   The two
projects  each covering a 5.5 km border stretch along the International Border  have got hitech
surveillance system that would create an invisible electronic barrier on land, water and even in
air and underground and would help the BSF detect and foil infiltration bids in most difficult
terrains. The CIBMS is designed to guard stretches where physical surveillance is not possible
either due to inhospitable  terrain or riverine borders.

 

CIBMS uses a number of different devices for surveillance, communication and data storage.
 Sensors like Thermal Imager, UGS, Fiber Optical Sensors, Radar, Sonar have been mounted
on different platforms like Aerostat, tower, poles etc. A comprehensive integration of such
sensors and other technical systems of communication and data processing have been
achieved in the CIBMS project. The signals reach the Unified Command and Control Centre
where the BSF can monitor the border on real-time basis. The CIBMS enables round-the-clock
surveillance on border and under different weather conditions be it in dust storm, fog or rain.

 

Duing his visit to Jammu, the Home Minister also participated in Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and
administered Swachhta pledge to BSF officers, jawans and officers.

 

 

*****

BB/PK/SS

 

(Release ID: 1546376) Visitor Counter : 502

Read this release in: Tamil
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A LAW TO TACKLE CYBERCRIMES, OR MUFFLE
DISSENT?

Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Basics of Cyber Security and related matters

Bangladesh readied a new law giving sweeping powers to the police to crack down on
cyberoffences and arrest any potential offender without a warrant.

The Digital Security Act, passed in Parliament on September 19, drew criticism from journalists
and civil society leaders as they said that the law would muffle the freedom of expression.

Most of the reactions centred on Section 32 of the law, amid concerns that it would deter
investigative journalists from doing their job. Any “illegal” entry to government, semi-government
or autonomous organisations and the “secret” recording of information and data on any
electronic device carry as many as 14 years in jail, or a fine of 2.5 million taka ($30,000), or
both, according to the law.

Another contentious issue is that a digital security agency can ask the Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission to block or remove any information in the media,
deemed as a “threat to digital security”.

“Our future battle will revolve around digital security. If we fail to provide security to the state and
if state security is jeopardised, we will be responsible for that. We cannot let that happen,”
Telecoms and ICT minister Mustafa Jabbar told his colleagues in Parliament as he proposed the
passage of the Bill.

In the days after the Bangladesh Cabinet approved the draft of the Bill, rights campaigners and
journalist associations opposed its “draconian” parts. “Given the notoriety of police in
Bangladesh in falsely implicating citizens in cases, people have all the good reasons to feel
intimidated. It’s definitely going to gag the free press and the space for expressing any kind of
dissent is going to be further narrowed,” Reaz Ahmad, executive editor of the Dhaka-based
United News of Bangladesh, said in an interview by email.

The vagueness of the offences, combined with the harshness of the potential penalty, increases
the likelihood of self-censorship to avoid possible prosecution, the Human Rights Watch (HRW)
said earlier this year, after the Cabinet led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina endorsed the law.

Section 31 of the law imposes strict punishment for posting information which “ruins communal
harmony or creates instability or disorder or disturbs or is about to disturb the law”. With no clear
definition of what speech would be considered to “ruin communal harmony” or “create
instability”, the law leaves wide scope for the government to prosecute the speech it does not
like, HRW said.

A day after the law was passed in Parliament, Ms. Hasina played down journalists’ concerns. “I
don’t know why journalists are becoming so sensitive,” she said. “Their voices were not muffled.
They can express their opinions because there are no restrictions.”

Fears run deep

However, fears of the abuse of the law by security forces run deep. “This law imposes
dangerous restrictions on freedom of expression. Instead of learning from the lessons of the
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past, it seeks to repeat them,” said Saad Hammadi, Amnesty International’s South Asia
campaigner. “Given how the authorities have arbitrarily arrested hundreds of people in the past
six years under the Information and Communication Technology Act, there are serious concerns
that the new Act will be used against people who speak out.”

Now the journalists and rights campaigners look to President Abdul Hamid. The last step in
making the law enforceable is still to be exhausted. Mr. Ahmad said: “There’s no harm in taking
a hard look at and reviewing the Act for one last time before it gets the presidential approval.”

With no clear definition of what speech would be considered to ‘create instability’, the
new law leaves wide scope for the government to use it to prosecute its critics, says
HRW
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WHATSAPP APPOINTS GRIEVANCE OFFICER
Relevant for: Security Related Issues | Topic: Role of Media and Social Networking Sites in internal security

challenges

Under pressure to clamp down on fake messages, WhatsApp has appointed a grievance officer
for India and has detailed out the process for users to flag concerns and complaints, including
those around fake news.

Meeting one of the key demands that India had put forward to WhatsApp to curb fake messages
that triggered mob killings, the Facebook-owned company has updated its website to reflect the
appointment of a grievance officer for India. The update mentions that users can seek help
through the mobile app, send an e-mail or write to Komal Lahiri, who is based in the U.S.

According to Ms. Lahiri’s LinkedIn profile, she is the senior director, global customer operations
and localisation, WhatsApp.

When contacted, a WhatsApp spokesperson declined to comment on the matter, but pointed to
the public FAQ on the company’s website that contains further details.
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